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ARIZONA BENEFITS FUND 

In November 2002, Arizona voters passed Proposition 202 which enabled 

the tribes to sign new compacts with the State of Arizona. The terms of the 

compacts state that Arizona’s 15 tribes with gaming operations will contribute 

a portion of their Class III Net Win to the Arizona Benefits Fund.  

Fifty-six percent (56%) of the contribution to the Arizona Benefits Fund is 

deposited into the Instructional Improvement Fund.  Twenty-eight percent 

(28%) reimburses hospitals for uncovered trauma and emergency services.  

Eight percent (8%) is deposited into the Arizona Wildlife Conservation Fund and 

another 8% is deposited into the Tourism Fund.  Tribal gaming contributions 

also fund the administrative and regulatory expenses of the Arizona Department 

of Gaming, and provide educational, prevention, and treatment resources for 

problem gambling.

Tribes submit these contributions to the Arizona Department of Gaming (ADOG) 

on a quarterly basis.  ADOG then transfers the funds to the appropriate entities.

Instructional Improvement Fund . . . . $ 274,303,681.04

Trauma & Emergency Services Fund . . $ 137,151,840.06

Tourism Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 39,186,240.56

Arizona Wildlife Conservation Fund . . $ 39,186,240.56 

Problem Gambling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 11,194,425.65

Cumulative Arizona Tribal Contributions 
To Arizona Benefits Fund

Courtesy of Arizona Department of Gaming

32

Instructional Improvement Fund . . . . $ 42,989,427.00

Trauma & Emergency Services Fund . . $ 21,494,714.00

Tourism Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,141,347.00

Arizona Wildlife Conservation Fund . . $ 6,141,347.00 

Problem Gambling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,729,935.00

Tribal Contributions FY 2009

State
Government

Federal
Government

Local
Government

Government-to-Government Relationships

TRIBAL GOVERNMENTGAMING FACILITY Revenue
Tourism

Government
Purchases,
Wages, etc.

Direct Jobs
and Payroll

Vendor
Outlays Construction Economic

Diversification
Institution
Building
(Gaming

Commission,
Development
Corporation)

Social and 
Cultural Programs
(Housing, education
childcare, language
programs, elders,

etc.)Employee
Spending

Retail
Sales Tax

Indirect Jobs
and Payroll

Employee
Spending

Tribal Gaming Facility Revenue Path

Produced by the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development



28% is
transferred to

the Trauma and
Emergency

Services Fund

56% is
transferred to

the Instructional
Improvement

Fund

8% is
transferred to
the Wildlife
Conservation

Fund

8% is
transferred to
the Tourism

Fund

12% of the Tribal
Contributions go
directly to cities,

towns and counties

Tribal Contributions
(% of Net Win)

88% of the Tribal
Contributions sent to the 

Department of Gaming
by the 25th day of the

month after the end of the 
Tribe’s fiscal quarter

Entire 88% goes to the
Arizona Benefits Fund

9% or $8 million, whichever
is greater, is for the

Department’s administrative
and regulatory expenses

2% is for problem gambling
The remaining monies are

distributed as follows:

Tribal Contributions Distribution Chart

The following chart shows the  
distribution for tribal contributions  
as specified in A.R.S. §5-601.02(H) 
and Section 12 of the Tribal-State 
Compacts

The Arizona Indian Gaming Association (“AIGA”) a 501(c) 6 non-profit organization has a membership of 19 tribes 
representing 90% of the Indian people living on reservations in Arizona.  AIGA was established November 21, 1994 
by Arizona tribal leaders.  The Association is committed to advancing the lives of Indian peoples – economically, 
socially and politically – so Indian tribes in Arizona can achieve their goal of self-reliance.

AIGA Member Tribes

Ak-Chin Indian Community, Cocopah Tribe, Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Fort Yuma-Quechan 
Tribe, Gila River Indian Community, Havasupai Tribe, Hualapai Tribe, Kaibab-Paiute Tribe, Navajo Nation, Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, San Carlos Apache Tribe, San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, Tohono 
O’odham Nation, Tonto Apache Tribe, White Mountain Apache Tribe, Yavapai-Apache Nation, Zuni Tribe.

Information courtesy of Arizona Department of Gaming.
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